WP pilot feedback: Discovery learning

Tony "The mindset for discovery learning is very much that we apply every day in our informal learning activities. We make the decisions and judge the quality of resources. The role of the tutor is that of a facilitator and guide, not as a teacher." 
I am a fan of the 'discovery learning concept' as it empowers students. I wonder if many people, especially in formal education, are so used to being fed information that they may currently find 'discovery learning' different/strange and possibly difficult as it is outside the comfort/used-to zone. But I think this is changing from what I have heard at all levels of education. I also think discovery learning can be instilled (as habit) from Primary, empowering learners from as early age to learn to Teach themselves, 'facilitate/directed' by Teachers/Tutors etc...
Liz, thank you for the search engine information and resources, I look forward to reviewing these and learning more. I agree the mindset of a level 3 learner, any uninformed learner regarding this topic area, would spend and possibly waste a lot of time discerning and finding good quality information. Is this part of the learning process? 
Tony you mentioned that learners could add and remove links depending on quality, suggesting that over-time the quality of the search results would improve. It will be interesting to see if this is the case at the end of the project.
It will also be interesting to receive feedback from learners regarding how they felt the 'discovery learnig' process went compared to traditional spoon and feed. Again, balance is likely to be required to improve learning effectiveness, and support those learners that require support whilst developing Personal confidence/empowerment that they 'CAN DO IT' themselves.
I definitely support the concept of 'discovery learning' but suggest that it might not be appropriate for learning a 'skill' like word processing which is probably best dealt with from scratch using a single clear, reliable guide (preferably person!) and lots of practice time. Though highly motivated individuals might cope with this learning module, my 'pretend teacher' wouldn't really have engaged at all, not so much because of a lack of knowledge of ICT but because such an individual would lack the time to try out something that doesn't give quick results.

I can say though that the concept is interesting although I currently have doubts about its execution at the moment.
First, let’s have a look at the Wordprocessing Competence Map. Now, let’s see what we have here.  OK, we have arrows - and they all appear to stem from ‘Document Design’. So far, so good! Wait, the map spills out of the bottom edge and the browser’s vertical scroll bar isn’t much help in accessing it. Ah, wait - the browser does have a horizontal scroll-bar and the concept map DOES have a vertical-scrolling bar now that I’ve gone all the way over to the right edge of the page.

 Ah, I notice a WEB glyph on ‘Document Design’ and that’s linking to a customised search engine already seeded with the search term ‘ effective document design’. Hmm, now what can I do with that? Hah, one of the first results is to a PDF called ‘Eight Simple Rules on Effective Document Design’. That sounds like a title I can have some confidence in. Rule one: Design for attention or transparency.

Design for transparency when you want to make it simple for readers to quickly understand your message.
I can get behind that; I am supposed to be writing a techical manual, after all. So, I’m bookmarking this in del.icio.us with the ‘word-processing’ tag and, all going well, it’ll be listed on my wetpaint page.

Aha! here's a great source http://www.baycongroup.com/wlesson0.htm The picture based lesson is nice and easy to follow and seemingly ideal for beginners like me. I'm becoming very familiar now with the 'Easyedit' button and getting to grips with the programme (although the pop-up (Edit Note) everytime I save is a bit annoying). Oh, just noticed a 'Suggest Links' button - I'll explore ... no, the Suggest Links button leads nowhere. Let's try the 'Photo' icon and try to insert a photo ... Ah, I get it, this loads up the photos that have been entered into the site - but I really want to add a photo from my PC, I'll deal with this later.
Let's go back now and see if I can insert a picture into this page ... aha, success and quite easy once I got the gist of how it's done.
